Former Tech trainer wins national award


For The Courier 
Former Arkansas Tech athletic trainer Steve Hornor of Russellville has been named the 2005-06 national assistant certified athletic trainer of the year by the National Athletic Trainers' Association (NATA) for NCAA Division II colleges and universities. 
Hornor, now a member of the athletic training staff at Central Arkansas in Conway, will be presented his award at the annual NATA summer convention in Atlanta as part of the College-University Athletic Trainers Committee (CUATC) program. 
The CUATC annually recognizes collegiate certified athletic trainers who have demonstrated exceptional performance in NCAA Division I, I-AA, II and III, the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) and junior / community colleges. 
A certified athletic trainer since 1977, Hornor is currently completing his first year as an assistant athletic trainer at UCA, where he also supervises athletic-training students, teaches courses in the accredited undergraduate athletic training education program, and provides medical coverage to intercollegiate athletic teams. 
Prior to his move at UCA, Hornor served for nine years as the head athletic trainer and instructor at Tech. He came to Tech following a 15-year stint as an athletic trainer and instructor at Yuba Community College in California. 
Hornor has been active in all phases of Arkansas' NATA chapter (AATA), where he served as chairman in 1998 and has been a member of the public relations committee since 1996. He was appointed to the chapter's executive board as parliamentarian in 2003. 
He served as medical director of the NCAA South Regional women's basketball tournament in 1998 and at the Gulf South Conference volleyball championships in 1997 and 1999. 
Hornor has lectured at the state Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance conference on "Care and Prevention of Injuries," served as a roundtable speaker at AATA meetings on "How to PR and Market Athletic Training," and spoke to both high school and college students in regard to courses that present athletic training as a potential health care career. 
Hornor has also been an active participant in community service. He has worked with the Hearts and Hammers program of the United Methodist Church in helping to build structures for residents who need wheelchair access and has assisted with the annual Saint Mary's Regional Medical Center Fitness Expo and the American Cancer Society's annual Relay for Life.
