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One University Plaza, Youngstown, Ohio  44555-0001

Dear Parents and Student-Athlete:

IMPORTANT NOTICE CONCERNING ATHLETIC INJURIES AND INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS DEPARTMENT

Please read this letter and the enclosed information very carefully!  You can avoid many financial problems arising from athletic injuries and the payment of medical bills if you adhere to the rules and regulations as set forth.

1.
Youngstown State University athletic insurance coverage for your son or daughter is in excess of your present family coverage.  Simply stated, our insurance will pay, to the limit of the policy, charges for athletic injuries that:


a.
are unpaid balances remaining from your insurance company payments;


b.
are claims which have been denied by your insurance company.

2.
All claims must be submitted first to your insurance company regardless of amount.  The University insurance coverage requires a denial statement from your insurance company accompanying unpaid invoices if the athletic insurance is to be involved.  The Athletic Department does not receive statements directly from physicians or hospitals, and each charge is made in the patient’s name.


Please realize the Athletic Department cannot process outstanding claims that have not been first presented to your insurance; neither can the University accept responsibility for outstanding claims.  Denials or unpaid balances must be submitted to the Athletic Business Office within 30 days of your receiving them.
3.
If your son or daughter is not covered by insurance, you must immediately send a statement to that effect.

4. At times it may be necessary that our insurance company contact you for further information.  Your cooperation will continue the processing of your claim and your credit rating will not be jeopardized.

5.
All bills not covered by insurance must be submitted to the Athletic Training Staff.

If you have questions regarding our policy, please contact the Athletic Business Office at (330) 941-3717.  We will be happy to help you in any way we can.


Sincerely,


Ronald A. Strollo


Executive Director of Athletics
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 1.
The Youngstown State University athletic insurance coverage is secondary to the student‑athlete's family coverage.  Simply stated, our insurance will pay, to the limit of the policy, charges for athletic‑related injuries that:

a.
are unpaid balances remaining after the family insurance company makes any payments;

b.
are claims which have been denied by the family insurance company/

The Athletics Department cannot process outstanding claims that have not been presented to the family insurance carrier, neither can the university accept responsibility for outstanding claims.

The Athletics Department DOES NOT receive statements directly from physicians or hospitals.  Each charge is to be made in the patient's name and home address.

Denials or unpaid balances must be submitted to the Head Athletics Trainer within 12 months of the date of initial injury.

At times it may be necessary for our insurance company to contact you for information.  Your cooperation is necessary for the processing of a claim.  Timely response will assist us in assuring prompt payment of claims.  Failure to follow these procedures could result in jeopardizing your credit rating.

 2.
PAYMENT OF BILLS:  The athlete is responsible for submitting each invoice, resulting from medical care of an athletic‑related injury or illness, to his/her insurance company.  If the student‑athlete's insurance company will not pay the bill, the denial statement and all bills MUST then be submitted to the Head Athletics Trainer.  This must be done within 12 months of the date of initial injury.  This procedure must be followed for each athletic‑related injury, or the Athletics Department is not responsible for the payment of this bill.

If the athlete is not covered by any insurance, a statement to that effect, along with the bills, must be sent to the Head Athletics Trainer.  This must be done within 12 months of the date of initial injury.


THE ATHLETICS DEPARTMENT WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE


FOR PAYMENT OF ANY CHARGES IF THESE PROCEDURES


 ARE NOT FOLLOWED.

 3.
PHYSICAL EXAMINATION:  Every athlete must have a current physical examination to qualify for participation in intercollegiate athletics competition.  The examination is to be completed by a qualified physician.  Freshmen and upperclassmen who have not previously entered into competition at Youngstown State University, must submit a current physical (administered within the last year), on a university form, to the head athletics trainer.  The head athletics trainer will screen all incoming candidates’ physicals and the team physician will examine any irregularities before the candidate is accepted into the athletics program.

The head trainer and team physician will update all athletes’ physicals annually.  Athletes, who leave school for one or more academic years or one or more seasons in the individual's sport, must submit a current physical for screening before being re‑admitted to the athletics program.

Students, who have not filed a current physical form with the head trainer, will not be permitted to participate in intercollegiate athletics.  If the student participates, the Athletics Department WILL NOT assume responsibility for treatment.

 4.
INJURY OR ILLNESS:  The athlete is responsible for reporting immediately to a member of the athletic training staff all injuries and illnesses.  The head trainer will make the necessary medical referral, as indicated.  In the event of an emergency, due to an athletic‑related injury or illness, the athlete will be transported, by the appropriate method, to a pre‑arranged hospital.  The athlete is not permitted to seek medical attention for an athletic‑related injury or illness without prior authorization of the head trainer, except in case of emergency.

 5.
REFERRAL TO TEAM PHYSICIAN:  If, in the opinion of the head trainer, an athlete should be referred to the team physician, the head trainer will make an appointment with the team physician.

 6.
REFERRAL TO MEDICAL SPECIALIST:  If, in the opinion of the team physician, an athlete should be referred to a medical specialist, the team physician and/or the head trainer must make the appointment with the medical specialist.


THE ATHLETICS DEPARTMENT WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY


CHARGES INCURRED DUE TO EXAMINATION AND/OR TREATMENT


BY THE CONSULTANT IF THESE PROCEDURES ARE NOT FOLLOWED.
 7.
DENTAL CARE:  The Athletics Department shall be responsible for the care of the mouth and teeth when the injury to these areas is incurred while participating in an official practice session or game.  In those sports where protective devices (mouth pieces) are mandatory and provided for use in official practice sessions and games, the Athletics Department will assume responsibility for care, only if the device is worn by the student‑athlete.  Dental care, not directly related to an athletic injury, shall be the responsibility of the student‑athlete.

 8.
TREATMENT:  The training room hours will be posted with each sport season.  Treatment will be available to all athletes, but those in season will receive first priority.  Failure of an injured athlete to keep treatment appointments will be interpreted as the athlete's unwillingness to cooperate with the athletic medical staff and athletic training staff for a timely return to competition.  The head coach will be informed of any athlete's failure to keep scheduled appointments.

 9.
PRACTICE OR GAME PARTICIPATION FOR AN INJURED OR ILL ATHLETE:  Decisions concerning the availability of an athlete for practices or games shall be the sole responsibility of the members of the athletics medical staff and/or head athletics trainer.

10.
REPLACEMENT OF CORRECTIVE EQUIPMENT FOR STUDENT‑ATHLETES WITH VISION, HEARING AND/OR ORAL DEFECTS:  All athletes with disabilities must report said disabilities to the head trainer prior to entering the athletics program.  Failure to report these disabilities will result in the student‑athlete assuming full liability for any injuries incurred due to prior disabilities.

All students participating in the sports of football, volleyball, tennis, swimming, basketball, baseball, and softball, with vision problems, must wear contact lenses or glasses with approved safety lens and frames.

Upon occurrence, the athlete is responsible for reporting to a member of the athletics training staff, the loss of or damage to corrective equipment.  The Athletics Department will assist in the arrangements for repair or replacement of corrective equipment.

11.
OUT‑OF‑SEASON INJURY OR ILLNESS:  The Athletics Department will not assume responsibility for care of injuries or illnesses incurred when the student‑athlete is not actively engaged in an official, formal intercollegiate game or practice session during the competitive season, or an assigned conditioning program in preparation for intercollegiate competition.


POLICY EXCLUSIONS
This policy does NOT cover:

 1.
Suicide or a suicide attempt while sane; or self-destruction or an attempt to self-destroy while insane.

 2.
Riding in a vehicle or devise for aerial navigation, except as a passenger in a scheduled aircraft used for the transportation of passengers.

 3.
Service provided by the Policyholder's infirmary, employees or salaried physician.  This includes team physician, team trainer or nurse.

 4.
Declared or undeclared war.

 5.
Expense covered by:

a.
worker's compensation;

b.
any occupational disease law.

 6.
Loss covered by other valid and collectible insurance or plan.

 7.
Hernia, in any form.

 8.
Sickness or disease in any form; heat exhaustion; heat prostration; fainting.

 9.
Fighting, unless as an innocent victim.

10.
Expenses incurred for the use of orthotics unless used exclusively to promote healing.

11.
Use of electric, biomechanical devices.  Some examples are: continuous passive motion devices (CPM); electrical stimulation; tens units; bone stimulators.

12.
Non-prescription drugs.


DEFINITIONS OF AN ACCIDENT

As Interpreted by our Policy

INJURY:  bodily injury resulting directly and independently of all other causes in loss covered by the Policy and caused by an accident sustained while the policy is in force as to the Insured.

ACCIDENT:  an unexpected, external and sudden event that is independent of any other cause.  Participating in an activity does not necessarily constitute an accident.

Illness, diseases, degenerative injuries, conditions caused by continued stress to a particular area of the body and existing conditions aggravated or exacerbated by an accident are not covered.
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