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	Manteca football player put on life support so family can say goodbye
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	MANTECA — The family of the 16-year-old who died from injuries suffered in a Sept. 16 football game said Sunday they appreciated the "outpouring of love, prayers and concern" from the community. 

Matthew Zaragoza Van Gelderen, a junior at East Union High School, died Friday and has since been kept on life support systems at San Joaquin General Hospital in French Camp. 

Van Gelderen's family said in a statement issued through Manteca police that he had been 

placed on life support to give his extended family time to travel to the hospital and pay their last respects. 

The family said Van Gelderen died as a result of a "serious head injury" suffered in the game against Bear Creek High School. Van Gelderen, a 5-foot-9, 137-pound junior, was injured while blocking on a special-teams squad. Shortly after the injury he was able to tell coaches that he was OK, but his eyes rolled back in his head and he lost consciousness while heading to the ambulance. 

Within an hour of the collision, surgery was performed to relieve pressure from his cranium by removing blood from his brain. At press conferences during the last week, family members and friends reported that Van Gelderen was improving but that his condition remained precarious. 

His death was first confirmed late Saturday on a Web site created for family and friends of the student, who has been described as intelligent and caring. 

"We apologize for this late news, but we gave the family time to get to the hospital and see Matthew and visit with him," said the post by Richard Ingram, the boy's stepfather. "I thank you for all the support you have shown to this wonderful family and I pray that in the coming days we can all come together and support them even more. ... Matthew we will miss you always." 

In the statement issued on Sunday, family members asked not to be contacted by the media "to allow them some privacy." 

The statement said, "The family appreciated the fact that so many have rallied together for them during this difficult time." The family sent a thank you to "all the students and staff at East High School, to the medical staff who has taken such great care of Matthew at San Joaquin General Hospital and finally to the community itself." 

Funeral arrangements are pending. A decision as to time, place and conditions will probably be made sometime late Monday or Tuesday morning. 

East Union High School will hold classes as normal, and health services and support staff will be on campus to offer counseling to those students in need. No organized special memorials or events are being planned at this time for the campus. 

The family encouraged those wanting to contact them or leave a message about Van Gelderen to visit the Web site, http://www.2mattz.com, which had nearly 140,000 hits as of Sunday, according to a post by Ingram. The Web site includes posts by players, students, teachers and friends. 

Teammates have described Van Gelderen as passionate, intelligent, and never without his trademark smile. 

East Union played its first game since Van Gelderen's injury on Friday, losing 34-7 to Hilmar. East Union players wore #2 decals on their helmets in honor of Van Gelderen. 

A trust fund has been set up at Wells Fargo Bank. Those wishing to donate can go to any Wells Fargo branch, and donate to the Matthew Van Gelderen Fund, account number 9346413520.


