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	Guidelines for Decision Making

Policy for Baseball
Policy for Softball
Policy for Soccer
Policy for Tennis
 
Members of the sports medicine staff will obtain weather reports with any anticipation of inclement weather.  This information will be shared with the senior administrator and/or head coach.  This information should also be provided to the umpire/referee staff for each event.
 

The following information will be used to make decisions regarding cessation of participation of athletic events to ensure safety of our student athletes, staff and fans.
 

1. The sports medicine staff will contact the Wilson Athletic Center (WAC) for television weather/radar updates and check for severe weather alerts.  Staffing in the WAC or each sport site will refer to ligthningstorm.com for information as well.  Baseball and tennis will have access to this information at Melching Field at Conrad Park and Mandy Stoll Tennis Center respectively.
 
2. On the first sighting of lightning a “flash-to-bang” count will be initiated.  A “flash-to-bang” of less than 40 seconds (8 miles) should result in the immediate cessation of play and clearing of all participants to safe locations.
 

A. All parties should confirm visual sightings of the location of the lightning as well.
 

3. The Skyscan Lightning Detector will be utilized to collect information.  When the detector indicates cloud-to-ground lightning strike (visible LED for 3 seconds + audible tone) under 8 miles then play should be ceased.
 

A. If other sport activities are in progress the sports medicine staff will contact each site to compare Skyscan readings for the surrounding areas to confirm other readings as well.
 

4. Once there is confirmation of lightning in the area the site will be cleared until 30 minutes have passed since the last audible tone under 8 miles on the Skyscan unit or 30 minutes after the last visualization of lightning.
 

 

Information collection and communication between the senior administrator, the head coach, the head umpire/referee and the sports medicine staff are imperative so that prudent decisions may be made to ensure the safety of all parties involved.
 

The senior administrator and/or sports medicine staff member will review the Stetson University Lightning Policy with each officiating crew prior to the competition.  Once a game has begun the head umpire/referee will make the decision to cease participation.  The senior administrator, head coach and sports medicine staff member will be responsible to provide accurate and current information as any weather situation develops. 
 

If the senior administrator and the head coach feels the environment is unsafe (per above guidelines) and the umpire/referee does not cease play, then it is the responsibility of the Stetson University personnel to ensure that the safety of the participants, spectators and staff members is maintained.
 

For the protection of our spectators the following protocol will be followed:
1. If inclement weather is pending a public service announcement will be made to inform the fans.  This will allow those fans who need additional time or assistance to leave their seats and seek safe shelter. 

2. When the decision to suspend a competition is rendered a public service announcement will be made requesting to seek safe shelter. 

3. Regularly scheduled announcements will be made to keep the fans informed of the current status of the weather delay.
 

During non-traditional season practices or individual workouts the responsibility for following the above guidelines will be the responsibility of the coach supervising the workout.  The supervising coach should be in communication with the sports medicine staff prior to and during the workout to remain updated on the current status of the weather conditions in the area.  If inclement weather begins the supervising coach is to use the “Flash-to-Bang” method and initiate further contact with the sports medicine staff in the WAC.  When in doubt, err toward caution.  (i.e.: “If you see it, flee it” and “if you hear it, fear it”).   
 

For further information please refer to the NCAA and Stetson University Lightning Policies as found in the Athletic Department Policies and Procedures Manual.  This information is also available at each activity site and in the officials’ locker rooms.
 


