From: head_ath_train-bounces@mylist.net

[mailto:head_ath_train-bounces@mylist.net] On Behalf Of

head_ath_train@mylist.net

Sent: Monday, January 24, 2005 9:11 AM

To: Head Athletic Trainers

Subject: [Head_ath_train] Update on "training aids"

We apologize for any confusion the previous message may have caused. 

The previous post was not designed to preclude institutions from

providing appropriate medical aids designed to assist student-athletes

from recovering from injuries/ illnesses or medical aids necessary for

the student-athlete to participate in intercollegiate athletics. These

are judgments that need to be made at the institutional level by the

appropriate medical authorities. 

The point is to emphasize that items that are used in an attempt to

enhance performance and have not been identified by the appropriate

institutional medical personnel as necessary for the student-athlete to

participate in intercollegiate athletics do not fall into the

permissible supplement categories and thus would be considered extra

benefits if provided to the student-athlete free of charge.   

Example:  A physician must prescribe the use of magnets for a medical

condition.  A athlete may purchase them on their own. However, an

institution can not provide magnets free of charge to athletes without

medical approval or need.   

Please reference NCAA Bylaw 16 "Awards, benefits and expenses for

enrolled student athletes." Please contact your institution's designated

compliance officer for more information or e-mail David Klossner at the

NCAA at: dklossner@ncaa.org

Original Message send 1/21/05:

National Collegiate Athletic Association

Indianapolis, Indiana

The NCAA as a part of its ongoing efforts to inform the membership of

current issues provides the following information concerning "training

aids" in sports:

The NCAA has determined that so-called "training aids" that are worn on

or attached to the body, i.e. bracelets, discs, adhesive patches, etc.,

are considered extra benefits and are not considered items incidental to

a student-athlete's participation in intercollegiate athletics. Thus,

NCAA institutions may not provide them free of charge to

student-athletes. Student-athletes wishing to use any of these products

may purchase them on their own, but should consult their athletics staff

to determine if the use of the product could cause any concerns for

athletic participation.
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