MU contemplating athlete drug testing
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After being the only school in the NCAA not currently drug testing their athletes, Miami University’s Athletic Department is pushing for change. 

Athletic Director Brad Bates said that athletics, and the need for drug testing, has evolved over time. 

“When I was a player 100 years ago, there was no drug testing,” Bates said. “But I would argue that since that time, the context for athletic drug testing has changed significantly. Drug testing has become part of the norm of athletics for health reasons and for competitive reasons.”
Bates elaborated on the need for drug testing and attributed three primary reasons it should be put into action. 

“The health of the students is the main concern,” Bates said. “There has been a significant number of student-athlete deaths in the past 10 years, and in too many cases the autopsy has revealed illegal substances.” 

The second reason is that drug use harms the team as a whole. 

“A disqualified student negatively impacts an entire team; thus, in athletics, the ramifications of drug use go far behind the individual,” Bates said. 

Read more in Friday’s Oxford Press.

