Drug Testing Policy

Lynn University student-athletes are representatives of the University and role models for the student body and the community.  To this end, the University has created a Drug Education and Testing Program in compliance with NCAA recommendations.  Lynn University reserves the right to alter, amend and/or modify this Drug Testing Policy at any time without notice to the student-athletes, coaches or compliance officers.  The goal of this Policy is:

To educate student-athletes about the effects and consequences of drug and alcohol use and to provide educational and counseling services. Through the program, student-athletes will learn about the negative physical and psychological effects of substance abuse as it relates to them personally and to the team as a whole.

Program Implementation

In order to participate in intercollegiate athletic programs at Lynn University, student-athletes must comply with the following:

1) Attend the Student-Athlete Orientation;

2) Provide a written consent (parent/guardian consent, if applicable) to urinalysis testing, both random and on reasonable suspicion basis;

3) Provide written consent permitting testing information, including results, to be reviewed by the Athletic Director, and those deemed necessary by the Athletic Director;

4) Provide a urine specimen upon request of the Head Athletic Trainer or Athletic Director;

5) Attend and/or participate in workshops, seminars, lectures, counseling, medical follow-up and other educational activities required for all intercollegiate student-athletes.

Student-athletes who do not comply with these requirements will be rendered ineligible for competition according to Lynn University policy.  Lynn University reserves the right to amend the list of requirements referenced above at any time without prior notification to the student-athlete.
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Drug-Screening

All intercollegiate student-athletes are subject to announced and unannounced drug screenings throughout the academic year either on random or reasonable suspicion basis (see Student-Athlete Selection below).   All substances on the NCAA banned substance list are subject to be measured during the screenings.  However, Lynn University reserves the right to test for substances not contained in the banned substance list at detection levels selected by the university. All intercollegiate student-athletes participating in NCAA championships or post-season events may be screened prior to or following participation in the event.  

The drug screening will consist of the collection of urine samples from each student-athlete either under the supervision of a Lynn University Sports Medicine Staff member, or independent laboratory personnel.  Each sample will then be analyzed for the presence of substances determined by the University by an independent licensed medical laboratory contracted to provide such services.  

If a student-athlete fails to show up for a drug test, or attempts to manipulate the results of a drug test, the test will be considered as positive.  Student-athletes will be notified immediately of a positive test result through a confidential meeting with the Athletic Director. 
Student-Athlete Selection
Lynn University shall have the right to test any student-athlete for any substance determined by the University at any time, and will, from time to time, exercise this right.  Lynn University encourages voluntary admission of illegal drug use and abuse of alcohol and legal drugs.  The University adheres to a Safe Harbor Program, whereas a student-athlete may be subject to less harsh initial penalties if he/she admits that he/she has a drug/alcohol issue prior to being notified of a scheduled drug test date.  Under this program, the student-athlete will be referred for appropriate guidance and counseling and   suspension of play will be determined by the Athletic Director.
Positive Test Results

First Positive Test Result

The following are actions that will be taken by the University as a result of the first positive test result:

1) The student-athlete will be referred to Lynn University Student Counseling Services.  The student-athlete’s attendance, participation, and compliance with Counseling recommendations will be monitored closely by the Head Athletic Trainer and/or Athletic Director.  Any additional costs incurred by outside counseling will be the responsibility of the student.
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2) The Athletic Director or designee will verbally warn the student-athlete of the Lynn University policy for future positive tests and reserves the right to impose NCAA declarations of ineligibility for competition at any time;

3) The Athletic Director will verbally inform the parents and/or guardians 

of the student-athlete of the positive test results, when appropriate;

4) The student-athlete will be placed on probation, which includes a suspension from all athletic participation, for a period up to 6 weeks.  Lynn University reserves the right to retest the student-athlete at any time during the probationary period;  

5) The Athletic Director will prepare a confidential written reprimand informing the student-athlete that future positive test results could render the student-athlete ineligible for competition for a calendar year (365 days) or permanently and affect financial aid and/or scholarship support;  

If the positive test result shows that the drug is an illegal drug in the United States, then the student will also be referred to the Dean of Students.  Action deemed necessary by the Dean of Students will also be required.

In the event of a positive test result, the student-athlete is responsible for the cost of all retests.  The student-athlete may return to participation if after completion of the probation period, the student-athlete has a negative retest result.

Second Positive Test Result

If the second positive test result is for a substance on the NCAA or University banned list, but is NOT illegal in the United States, the following actions will be taken:

1) The student-athlete will be referred back to his/her certified drug and alcohol counselor for further treatment and/or medical follow-up.  Attendance, participation, and compliance with Counseling recommendations will be monitored closely by the Head Athletic Trainer and/or Athletic Director;

2) The student-athlete will be rendered ineligible from any athletic competition for a calendar year (365 days).  If the positive result occurs during the athletic season, the student-athlete will be rendered ineligible for the remainder of the contests in the current season and in contests in the subsequent season up to the period of time in which the student-athlete was declared ineligible during the previous year; 

3) The Athletic Director will set up a conference-call between the student-athlete and the student-athlete’s parents to discuss the problem and the implications that may result from this problem;
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4) The Athletic Director reserves the right to take any other action as is deemed appropriate under the circumstances;

5) Financial aid and scholarship support may be withdrawn during the time of suspension;

In the event of a positive test result, the student-athlete is responsible for the cost of all retests.  The student-athlete may be subject to return to participation after completion of the one year suspension period and has a negative retest result.

If a second test result is found to be positive, is on the NCAA or University banned substance list, and IS illegal in the United States*, then the remainder of the student-athlete’s athletic eligibility will be lost at Lynn University and athletic scholarship support may be lost as well.  The student will be referred to the Dean of Students.  
*This includes medications that are illegal without a prescription (i.e. Tylenol with codeine).
Third Positive Test Result

On a third positive test result reported, the following actions will be taken:

1) The student-athlete will be referred back to their certified drug and alcohol counselor, and to Student Health Services for further treatment and/or medical follow-up.  

2) The Athletic Director will declare the student-athlete ineligible from any further competition at Lynn University.  
3) The Athletic Director will notify the student-athlete’s parents and/or guardians of such suspension and its implications.

4) Athletic scholarship support will be withdrawn. 
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