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An accident during a high school football game Friday night has the district's athletic department pushing safety today. 17 year old Russell Libby, from Spring Valley High, is still in the hospital right now, in good condition, after a severe head injury on the field. News 3's Alex Savidge tells us this accident should be a wake up call for other student athletes. 

They want student athletes to speak up if they're hurt. And they want to make sure parents don't push their kids to play if they can't. In this case, Libby's mom feels like her son maybe shouldn't have been in that game Friday night because he'd had other brain injuries before and now he may never play football again. 

The hit happened during the 4th quarter of the Friday night game. Spring Valley defensive lineman Russell Libby went in for the tackle then went down for good. 

Libby was having seizures on the field before paramedics took him away. Doctors say he had a major brain injury. And surprisingly enough, Libby's mom says this is not the first time her son's been carried off of a football field. She says he was in an ICU for two weeks last season after a head injury and now she wonders if he should have been in this game at all. 

"I felt like it was my fault for letting him play." 

District Athletic Director Bill Garis says if parents are worried at all about a past injury they should play it safe and keep their kids off the field. 

"Unfortunately we have a few parents who are so concerned about their student participating they dismiss physical problems. We just can't have that." 

Garis says students also need to speak up if they're hurt, especially when your talking about serious head injuries. 

"...past brain injuries, concussions, anything borderline they need to make sure the school personnel are aware of that." 

So coaches aren't unknowingly putting kids at risk when they put them in the game. This accident is also bringing to light another big problem for the district: The need for more athletic trainers in valley schools. The district is short 11 trainers and just like with teachers they just can't seem to attract enough qualified candidates, partly because of the rising cost of living. 

The district says if a school doesn't have a trainer then they make sure EMTs are on hand for games, in case someone gets hurt. 

