DOPING: IOC's Rogge cites 'positive note' in recent scandals
International Olympic Committee president Jacques Rogge said Friday the doping allegations surrounding Floyd Landis and Justin Gatlin are "extremely disappointing" but show that increased drug-testing programs are working.

Rogge also said the recent cases illustrate the need to warn athletes of the "devastating" medical and health dangers of using performance-enhancing drugs.

"Events of recent days are extremely disappointing in many respects, but we should not be totally discouraged by them," he said in a statement.

"On the one hand, such revelations make sports lovers feel understandably deceived. On a more positive note, every test that catches cheaters demonstrates that increased testing does have an impact."

Rogge's statement came as Landis awaited the results today of a second doping test that could cost him his Tour de France victory and lead to a two-year ban. Landis tested positive for higher-than-allowable levels of testosterone after the Tour's 17th stage.

Gatlin, the Olympic and world champion and co-world record holder in the 100 meters, announced last week that he tested positive in both "A" and "B" samples for testosterone or other steroids in April. He faces a possible lifetime ban for what would be a second doping offense.

"We must keep up the fight against doping through strengthened concerted efforts between governments and the world of sport, not only to test athletes but also to educate young people about the health dangers of doping and the devastating effect it can have on a person's image and career," Rogge said.

